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Presidential Determination on FY 
2005 Refugee Admissions Numbers 
and Authorizations of In-Country 
Refugee Status Pursuant to Sections 
207 and 101(a)(42), Respectively, of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
and Determination Pursuant to 
Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and 
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended 
September 30, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004–53

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on FY 
2005 Refugee Admissions Numbers and 
Authorizations of In-Country Refugee Status 
Pursuant to Sections 207 and 101(a)(42), 
respectively, of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, and Determination Pursuant 
to Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and 
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (8 
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultations with the Congress, I 
hereby make the following determinations 
and authorize the following actions: 

The admission of up to 70,000 refugees 
to the United States during FY 2005 is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise 
in the national interest; provided, however, 
that this number shall be understood as in-
cluding persons admitted to the United 
States during FY 2005 with Federal refugee 
resettlement assistance under the Amerasian 
immigrant admissions program, as provided 
below. 

The 70,000 admissions numbers shall be 
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations; 
provided, however, that the number allo-
cated to the East Asia region shall include 
persons admitted to the United States during 
FY 2005 with Federal refugee resettlement 
assistance under section 584 of the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act of 1988, as con-
tained in section 101(e) of Public Law 100–
202 (Amerasian immigrants and their family 

members); provided further that the number 
allocated to the former Soviet Union shall 
include persons admitted who were nationals 
of the former Soviet Union, or in the case 
of persons having no nationality, who were 
habitual residents of the former Soviet 
Union, prior to September 2, 1991:

Africa ................................................ 20,000
East Asia ........................................... 13,000 
Europe and Central Asia ................ 9,500
Latin America/Caribbean ................ 5,000
Near East/South Asia ...................... 2,500
Unallocated Reserve ........................ 20,000

The 20,000 unallocated refugee numbers 
shall be allocated to regional ceilings as need-
ed. Upon providing notification to the Judici-
ary Committees of the Congress, you are 
hereby authorized to use unallocated num-
bers in regions where the need for additional 
numbers arises. 

Additionally, upon notification to the Judi-
ciary Committees of the Congress, you are 
further authorized to transfer unused num-
bers allocated to a particular region to one 
or more other regions, if there is a need for 
greater numbers for the region or regions to 
which the numbers are being transferred. 
Consistent with section 2(b)(2) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 
amended, I hereby determine that assistance 
to or on behalf of persons applying for admis-
sion to the United States as part of the over-
seas refugee admissions program will con-
tribute to the foreign policy interests of the 
United States and designate such persons for 
this purpose. 

An additional 10,000 refugee admissions 
numbers shall be made available during FY 
2005 for the adjustment to permanent resi-
dent status under section 209(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1159(b)) of aliens who have been granted 
asylum in the United States under section 
208 of the Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), as this is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise 
in the national interest. 

In accordance with section 101(a)(42) of 
the Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)), and after ap-
propriate consultation with the Congress, I 
also specify that, for FY 2005, the following 
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persons may, if otherwise qualified, be con-
sidered refugees for the purpose of admis-
sion to the United States within their coun-
tries of nationality or habitual residence: 

a. Persons in Vietnam 
b. Persons in Cuba 
c. Persons in the former Soviet Union 
d. In exceptional circumstances, persons 

identified by a U.S. Embassy in any 
location 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress imme-
diately and to publish it in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 1.

Memorandum on Transfer of Funds 
Under Section 610 of the Foreign 
Assistance Act 
September 30, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004–54

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Transfer of Funds under Section 610 
of the Foreign Assistance Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 610 of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (the 
‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine it necessary for 
the purposes of the Act that $24,852,500 
made available under Chapter 3 of Part I of 
the Act for Fiscal Year 2004 be transferred 
to, and consolidated with, funds made avail-
able under Chapter 4 of Part II of the Act, 
and such funds are hereby transferred and 
consolidated. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
report this determination to the Congress 
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 1.

Remarks in Allentown, Pennsylvania 

October 1, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
all for coming. It is great——

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
It’s—what a beautiful day to be here in the 
Lehigh Valley. It’s great to be back in Allen-
town. It’s a wonderful place to come after 
a debate. 

I’m so honored John McCain is traveling 
with me today. I’m proud of his friendship. 
I appreciate his leadership. I appreciate his 
courage, and I’m really grateful he’s for me 
for President. 

We had a great debate last night. It high-
lighted some of the fundamental differences 
between my opponent and me, differences 
I believe are crucial for our national security. 
It’s a big difference when it comes to sup-
porting our troops. When America puts our 
troops in harm’s way, I believe they deserve 
the best training, the best equipment, and 
the wholehearted support of our Govern-
ment. 

My opponent last night said our troops de-
serve better. They certainly deserve better 
than they got from Senator Kerry when he 
voted to send them to war and then voted 
against funding our troops in combat. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. You may remember his fa-

mous quote about the supplemental funding 
that I sent up to Congress. He said, ‘‘I actu-
ally did vote for the $87 billion, right before 
I voted against it.’’ [Laughter] I understand. 

Last night——
Audience members. Flip-flop! Flip-flop! 

Flip-flop! 
The President. Last night, he said he 

made a mistake in how he talked about that 
vote, but the mistake wasn’t what Senator 
Kerry said. The mistake was what Senator 
Kerry did. 

He voted against supplying our troops 
after voting for putting them in harm’s way. 
He then went on to say—after saying the 87 
billion line, they kept pressing him. He said 
he was proud of his vote. And finally, he said, 
‘‘The whole thing was a complicated matter.’’ 
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